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To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty: 
The Petition of the WES T- INDI A PLANTERS 
and MERCHANTS, 


Maſt humbly ſheweth, 


'T HAT your Petitioners have very confiderible Property, and Debts due 
to them, in the ſeveral Iflands in the Weft-Indies, ſubject to the Crown 
of Great-Britain, as alſo in the Iſlands of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, 
and Saint Vincent, which have, in the courſe of the preſent Hoſtilities, fallen 
under the Dominion of France. 
That they have always conceived it to be a maxim among civilized Nations, 
eſtabliſhed in humanity and ſound policy, *© that war ſhould be carried on with 
<« the leaſt poſſible injury to private property, found in any countries or towns, 


« which may be invaded or conquered: the happy effects of which wiſe prin- 


ciple your Petitioners have hitherto experienced, in the ſecurity of their Eſtates 
and Effects from rapine and plunder, which have been reciprocally diſcoun- 
tenanced by the Governors in the Veſ-Indies, as ruinous to individuals, and pro- 
ductive of no deciſive advantage to any of the ſovereign States concerned. 

Your Petitioners are therefore ſeriouſly alarmed at the general Seizure, made 
by the Commanders of your Majeſty's Sea and Land Forces, of Goods, Mer- 
chandiſe, and Specie, found in the Dutch Iflands of Saint Euſtatius and Saint 
Martin, on their ſurrendering, without reſiſtance, and at diſcretion, to the ſaid 
Commanders; humbly conceiving, that the inhabitants of places, which ſubmit 
to the will, and ſurrender themſelves to the diſcretion, of an invading enemy, im- 
mediately upon ſuch Submiſſion, become the Subjects of that Sovereign, or State, 
to whom the victorious army belongs; and, conſequently, by their allegiance, 
are entitled to Security in their Perſons and Property; it being as repugnant to 


policy as humanity, to permit one Claſs of ſubjects to plunder another, the Tra- 


der having an equal claim with the Soldier to the protection of Government. 

Your Petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that thoſe 
Dutch Iſlands did belong to a ſovereign State, by whoſe authority and permiſ- 
ſion they were made, and have ever been, FREE PorTs; and that they have 


been recognized as ſuch, by Great-Britain, and all the other maritime Powers 
of Europe, who have Poſſeſſions in the Weft-Indtes. 


That Great-Britain, in particular, has never interdicted or prohibited, to her 
Subjects, the Trade to thoſe Dutch Iflands, but has, on the contrary, permitted the 
Exportation of great quantities of various articles of goods of the growth, pro- 
duce, and manufacture, of this Country, which have been regularly and openly 


entered out, at the ſeveral Ports in this Kingdom, for the ſaid Dutch Iſlands. 


That an Act was paſſed laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for removing any legal 
doubts ariſing out of the Navigation Act, reſpecting the Importation of To- 
bacco of the growth of the Colonies in North-America, which, having eſcaped 


Britiſh Capture, had been imported, from the Colonies in Rebellion, into thoſe 


Dutch Iſlands, declaring and enacting, That ſuch Tobacco might be legally 
<<. imported from thoſe, or any other, neutral Iſlands, into any Britiſb Iſland, 
and from thence into Great-Britain; by which Act, the Trade to the ſaid 
Iſlands of Saint Euſtatius and Saint Martin, which had always been in many Re- 


ſpects legal, became an object of public encouragement, by being extended be- 


yond what the ſtrict conſtruction of Law ſeemed formerly to authoriſe. 
That, fince the paſſing of the ſaid Act, and even before, during the preſent 
Rebellion, a great part of the Tobacco, abſolutely neceſſary for the Conſumption 


and 


5 
and Revenue A Great-Britain, has been imported through that Channel, to the 
manifeſt Benefit of the Navigation of this Kingdom; for, if the market had 


not been ſupplied by thoſe means, there would have been an indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity for admitting Tobacco from Holland, after having been carried thither 
from thoſe Iſlands in Dutch Veſſels; and Great-Britain would, conſequently, 


have been deprived of the profit W from the long Navigation of that bulky 
- Commodity. 

That, ſince the commencement of the American Rebellion, the fad Iſlands of 
Saint Euſtatius and Saint Martin have been frequently of the moſt eſſential ſervice 
to the Britiſb Leeward Iſlands, particularly in the years 1777 and 1778, when 
the Iſlands of Antigua and Saint Chriſtopher would have ſuffered all the miſeries 
of actual Famine, had not they drawn from Saint Euſtatius thoſe ſupplies, which 
they formerly received from North-America. 

That; ſince the Capture of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, and Saint Vin- 

cent, thoſe Iſlands have been principally ſupplied with the ſeveral neceſſaries for 
their conſumption, and for the cultivation of their plantations, through the me- 
dium of Saint Euftatius, and that many Britiſh Subjects, having property in 
thoſe captured Iſlands, have been obliged to eſtabliſh Houſes of Trade in the 
ſaid Iſland of Saint Euſtatius, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſupplying thoſe Iſlands, and 
have ordered various Articles to be ſhipped for Saint Euſtatius from Great-Bri- 
tain as well as from Holland. 
That the great want of Plantation-Stores, and other neceſſaries, in thoſe cap- 
tured Iſlands, has alſo obliged many of the Planters to ſhip, from time to time, a 
great part of the produce of their Plantations, to Saint Euſtatius, for the purpoſe 
of purchaſing ſuch Plantation Stores and Neceſſaries. 

That many of your Majeſty's moſt faithful and loyal Subjects, on the faith 
of Great- Britain having recognized the Trade, have ſettled as general traders in 
thoſe Dutch Iſlands, and have conſiderable property in Goods, Merchandiſe, 
and Money, in the ſaid Iflands ; and that others of your Majeſty's moſt faithful 
and loyal Subjects, as Agents for the Dutch as well as Britiſb Merchants in thoſe 
Iflands, have ſhipped conſiderable quantities of Goods and Merchandiſe on ac- 
count of the ſaid Merchants. 

That thoſe Dutch Iflands, particularly Saint Euſtatius, have therefore been, 
and ought to be, conſidered as Free PoRTs, open to all the World, where the 
Subjects of all States in amity with Holland were equally welcome, where 
the Goods imported by the hand of Commerce were at open market, ready to be 
ſold to the beſt bidder, without favour or affection, without any partial or poli- 
tical attachment or predilection to any of the powers at war, without regard to 
any other object than that of mercantile profit, which is the ſpring and ſoul 
of all Commerce whatever; and that the value of the ſaid Iſlands to that ſove- 
reign Power to which they belonged, as well as to your Majeſty's Subjects and 
other Nations, conſiſted in their being uxIvERSAL o PEN MARTS, and not in the 
inconſiderable production of their Soil. 

Your Petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that, as a ve- 
ry conſiderable part of the property found in thoſe Durch Iſlands muſt neceſſarily 
belong to many of your Majeſty's moſt faithful and loyal Subjects, from the 
cauſes above ſtated, ſo there are likewiſe others of your Majeſty's Subjects, reſiding 
in Great-Britain and the Britiſh Leeward-Iflands, who are large Creditors of the 
| Dutch and Britiſh Merchants in thoſe Dutch Iſlands, not only on account of Goods 
and Merchandiſe, openly and avowedly ſhipped by them, as the Agents of the ſaid 
Merchants, but alſo in reſpect of dealings and engagements, antecedent to, and 
unconnected with, the Trade carried on by ſuch their Debtors in thoſe lands. 


With 
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Wich reſpect to the property found in the ſaid Iſlands, belonging to the Sub- 
jects of the STATEs or HoLLanD, or any others of your Majeſty's Enemies, 
your Petitioners, having already ſtated, what they humbly conceive to be the hu- 
mane and political practice of War, feel themſelves impelled, by the principle of 
gratitude, to preſent to your royal view the Conduct of the Commanders of the 
FRENCH KIxG's Forces, and of the CourxT or FRANCE, in the Caſe of the 
Conqueſt of the Iſlands of Grenada and the Grenadines. 

When the Ifland of Grenada, after having made a zealous but unſucceſsful 
Defence againſt the Enemy's force, ſurrendered at diſcretion, there was no 

plunder allowed, except on the Hoſpital Hill, which was taken by ſtorm, and 
where the ſmall Effects that were lodged, neceſſarily fell, in furore belli, to the firſt 
of the Aſſailants who could lay their hands upon them. The Goods and Mer- 
chandiſe in the town of Saint George, in that Iſland, to a very large amount, 
not merely intended for the uſe and conſumption of the Iſland, but for the general Market 
of the Weſt-Indies, remained untouched, and every ſpecies of property whatever 
was left inviolate, even the Goods upon the Keys and Beach in various -parts 
of the Iſland. 

There were indeed certain Ordinances iſſued by the French Governor, on 
taking poſſeſſion of the ſaid Iſland, by which the produce of all Plantations be- 
longing to Abſentees was to be ſequeſtered until a Peace, and the Payment of all 
Debts due to your Majeſty's Subjects, reſiding in any part of your Majeſty's Do- 
minions, was prohibited under pain of military Execution. But, on the Appli- 
cation of the Parties intereſted to the CouxT or France, thoſe Ordinances 
were immediately revoked by His MosT CHRISTIAN MaJjesTY, and all Perſons 
whatever, whether preſent or abſent, were ſecured in the full poſſeſſion of their 
Eſtates and Effects: His MosT CHRISTIAN MaJjesTyY having been pleaſed at 
the ſame time to expreſs his diſapprobation of thoſe Ordinances, ** as tending 
<« to injure civil Contracts, which are founded on the Law of Nature, and 
te which form the moſt ſacred Bond of Society, being the principal ſource 
te of that reciprocal communication and intercourſe ſubſiſting between the 
te Subjects of all Nations; to which Contracts, and to private property in gene- 
e ral, the practice of War, among civilized States, has ever had the moſt ten- 
eder regard.” 

Your Petitioners likewiſe with pleaſure reflect, that your Majeſty, in the ve- 
ry beginning of your Reign, gave a ſtriking example of Clemency upon the Cap- 
ture of Dominica, the Inhabitants of which Iſland were ſettled there, againſt ex- 
preſs Treaties, unacknowledged by:any Sovereign, profeſſing neutrality, yet ex- 
erciſing hoſtilities againſt your Majeſty's Subjects; and, when ſummoned to 
ſubmit to your Majeſty's Arms, not only refuſed to ſurrender, but, provoking an 
aſſault, were reduced ſword in hand. — Yet, by your Majeſty's wiſdom and ge- 
neroſity, the Inhabitants of that Iſland were preſerved in the Poſſeſſion of all 
their Property. 

Your Petitioners do not conceive, that thoſe defenceleſs Dutch Iflands were 
ſurpriſed, and taken poſſeſſion of, by your Majeſty's Arms, for the ſake of 
INGLORIOUS SPOIL ; but merely with a view to great political Objects, in conduc- 
ting the preſent hoſtilities againſt the combined Enemies of Britain, by depriving 
them, in future, of the Convenience and Advantages of thoſe Marts. They have 
ever conſidered Great-Britain as priding herſelf in Acts of generoſity and humani- 
ty, not leſs than in brilliant Atchievements of Valour in War: And they are 
confident, that your Majeſty will not permit the BRITISH NAM to be ſtained, 
by a departure from that line of Conduct, which has hitherto fo peculiarly cha- 
racterized this Nation, for her ſacred regard to the rights of Mankind. 
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